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Next board meeting September 14

Blue Valley’s Board of Education’s next regularly scheduled board meeting will take place at 7
p.m. on Monday, Sept. 14 in the Board of Education Room at District O�ce. A livestream of
the meeting will also be available. Meeting changes due to COVID-19 include limited seating

BV unmuted - Social-Emotional Learning While Social-
Distancing

In this episode of BV unmuted, Superintendent Dr. Tonya Merrigan visits with District
Coordinator of Student Support Services Tara Walrod, Social Worker Manager Karen Mulligan,
and School Psychologist Emily Demo. The panel talks about how staff can build relationships
with students whether they are learning in-person or online, as well as how to help families
recognize the signs of stress in their children and when to get them help. The podcast and a
transcript of the podcast are available online.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rou-EI2I7mZ3a6fvHRn4gjQC-Rug50V2/view?usp=sharing
https://bvunmuted.buzzsprout.com/246710/5299831-bv-unmuted-social-emotional-learning-while-social-distancing


to allow for social distancing mitigation in addition to
livestreaming the board meeting. The board values community
input and provides patrons the opportunity to address the
board during the open forum portion of the business meeting
either online (NEW!) or in person. To address the board during
open forum it is strongly encouraged to sign up online as the
open forum portion of the meeting will be limited to one hour
(3 minutes for each speaker). More details, including minutes
and meeting agendas can be found on the Board of Education
page of the district website. A link to the livestream will be
posted on the district website on the day of the meeting. More information about livestream
and open forum sign-up is available online.

USDA extends free meals for students through 2020 -
all BV-enrolled students qualify

Earlier this week, the USDA announced that it is extending several funding opportunities
through the end of 2020, including the free meal program that allowed our district to offer free
Grab-and-Go meals during building closures last spring. We are excited to share that Blue
Valley was approved for this funding extension by the Kansas Department of Education.
This means that beginning Sept. 9, all students enrolled in Blue Valley will be able to eat for
FREE*, regardless of eligibility status, until further notice. Please note, we are only able to
provide free meals to students who are enrolled in Blue Valley School District at this time.
This includes meals for students who are dining in-person/hybrid at the elementary level,
middle and high school students currently in the Distance Learning model, and all students
enrolled in the all-virtual model, VirtualED.

Please visit the district website for additional information on menu options, how meals will be
served based on building level and learning model, how to place online orders and more.

*Elementary students ordering in-person must order a “student meal” (1/2 c. fruit or vegetable
serving with two other food groups (protein, grain, dairy, vegetable) to qualify for free pricing.
Anything outside of what is considered a student meal (a la carte, extra items, etc.) will be
charged to a student’s account. To add funding to your child’s account, visit the TITAN School
Systems payment website.

If meals are free, do I still need to apply for free/reduced status?
Eligibility for this program extension will be available through December 31, 2020, or until
allocated Federal funding is exhausted (whichever comes �rst). Because this funding is
limited, it is important that families continue to submit an updated free/reduced meals
application if there is any change in household size or income. Applications will be accepted
throughout the school year and, if approved, will be in effect through the end of the 2020-21
school year. In addition, households must still apply for meal bene�ts to be eligible for school
fees and/or bus transportation discounts.

https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=34316
https://s.smore.com/u/e4d0ab5b2448bc3ccc207ec152a1ff4f.jpg
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/Page/34300
http://family.titank12.com/


If you have any questions, please contact the Food and Nutrition O�ce 913-239-4062. We are
thrilled to be able to provide this opportunity for our families. Thank you for your continued
support!

Update on attendance for the 2020-21 school year

As we approach the start of the school year, we know families may want to learn more about
how teachers will be taking attendance when students are learning outside of their school
building.

Daily attendance will be taken for all learning modes.
Students who are learning from outside of their school building will need to be present for
live Zoom connections in order to indicate they are present and following their daily
schedule.
Attendance is one of the �ve Kansas State Department of Education’s (“KSDE”) Navigating
Change Gating Criteria. This criterion will be used beginning Sept. 9. It will be increasingly
important for all students to register their attendance regardless of their learning mode.
Building principals will share more information next week about attendance expectations
and how students will register their attendance at each level.

Technology Help Available for Families

The Blue Valley ITS Department is committed to providing the best technology support
possible to Blue Valley families and students. The dedicated BV Care team is available to
provide remote technology support for minor issues, as well as in-person support for device-
break and/or hardware-related issues. Please see important instructions below, by learning
mode, to request technology assistance. 

Hybrid (limiting capacity) Learning:
In-Person Learning Days: At the elementary level, students should seek device
support from their teachers or building leaders within their school building.
At-Home AND Distance Learning Days: Families/students can submit a BV Care
“Technology Help” form online. The BV Care team will work to schedule remote
assistance or an in-person appointment at the district’s designated BV Care support
site. BV Care support is available from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Additional information regarding

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/Communications/Navigating%20Change/Gating%20Criteria%20Graphic.pdf?ver=2020-08-13-123107-083
https://bluevalleyk12-879569.workflowcloud.com/forms/92d87616-132f-4e6d-bc55-bc05ed416a2f


appointment date, time and location will be shared with you once your online help
form is submitted.

Distance Learning AND VirtualED Learning:
Families/students should submit a BV Care “Technology Help” form online. The BV
Care team will work to schedule remote assistance or an in-person appointment at
the district’s designated BV Care support site. BV Care support is available from 8
a.m.-3 p.m. Additional information regarding appointment date, time and location will
be shared with you once your online help form is submitted.

Please note, the Blue Valley ITS department is committed to providing quality care in a timely
manner. However, we recognize that as we all adjust to multiple new modes of learning, there
may be an increase in support tickets. Depending on the volume of support requests and the
severity of the issue, families may be asked to use a personal home device as an interim
solution. We thank families for their patience and understanding as our BV Care team works
to
address each support request as quickly as possible.

Zoom Tips and Tricks

When technology works, it’s great. When it doesn’t, it can be frustrating. While we hope that we
have access 24/7 every day, there may be a time when, for one reason or another, technology
just doesn’t work. When this happens consider trying the following:

Take a deep breath and know that teachers understand this might happen.
We are all aware that technical di�culties might arise. We will provide grace and
patience to help you work through it.

Restart the device
Really, this simple trick saves time and can solve lots of issues. Restarting the
device resets many settings that might have been changed or modi�ed that could be
causing a problem.

Update the app or program
Make sure you have the most up to date version of the software or app. On district-
provided Chromebooks and iPads, the Zoom app should automatically update to the
latest version with each restart of your device. On district-provided MacBooks (high
school only), students may need to manually update the app by following district
instructions. If you do not have Zoom already installed, please download the “Zoom
Client for Meetings” from http://zoom.us/download.

Communicate the problem
Send email to the teacher
Use Canvas messages to send message to the teacher

Review any posted materials that the teacher might provide in the case you were cut off
from Zoom.
Make sure you click the “Join a Meeting” option on the Zoom dashboard from inside of
Canvas. Otherwise, when you launch the application, enter the meeting ID and/or
passcode when prompted (provided by your teacher). Students do not need to log in or
create a Zoom account.

https://bluevalleyk12-879569.workflowcloud.com/forms/92d87616-132f-4e6d-bc55-bc05ed416a2f
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T6_oLwhUyDEXKtz7Wi5c5EHYbJFCDvwk8dyboZ6qi_I/edit?usp=sharing
http://zoom.us/download
http://zoom.us/download


BV Well offers resources for families

BV Well is a community organization that strives to educate
and support families in the Blue Valley area as they navigate
Mental Health and Wellness with their children. Check out their
Facebook page for resources and upcoming events. Mark your
calendars for the upcoming online event at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
Sept. 29, “Prepped and Ready: Parenting into the Teen Years.”

Submit a support ticket to BVCARE for additional technical support

Facebook @BVSchools

Blue Valley Schools

15020 Metcalf Avenue, Overla… bvinfo@bluevalleyk12.org

913-239-4000 bluevalleyk12.org

https://www.facebook.com/BVWell
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6hRJ8VrASouwclegC3ztOw
https://bluevalleyk12-879569.workflowcloud.com/forms/92d87616-132f-4e6d-bc55-bc05ed416a2f
https://s.smore.com/u/206bcda73b59ce4238e769730a2c763c.jpg
http://www.facebook.com/BlueValleySchoolDistrict
http://www.twitter.com/@BVSchools
https://s.smore.com/u/b4d30db7914f67b36082404759e78c83.jpg
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=15020%20Metcalf%20Avenue%2C%20Overland%20Park%2C%20KS%2066223%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:bvinfo@bluevalleyk12.org
tel:913-239-4000
http://www.bluevalleyk12.org/

